
CALL FOR
ENTRIES

COTTONWOOD CENTER FOR THE ARTS

elemental | elements of art
intake: september 3 | 10 am to 5 pm

opening: september 24 | 6 pm to 9 pm

The elements of art are the building blocks used by artists to create a work of art. The elements of art are line, shape, form, 
space, color, and texture.

Line: Line is a mark with greater length than width. Lines can be horizontal, vertical, or diagonal; straight or curved; thick or thin.

Shape: Shape is a closed line. Shapes can be geometric, like squares and circles; or organic, like free-form or natural shapes. 
Shapes are flat and can express length and width.

Form: Forms are three-dimensional shapes expressing length, width, and depth. Balls, cylinders, boxes, and pyramids are forms.

Space: Space is the area between and around objects. The space around objects is often called negative space; negative space 
has shape. Space can also refer to the feeling of depth. Real space is three-dimensional; in visual art, when we create the feeling 
or illusion of depth, we call it space.

Color: Color is light reflected off of objects. Color has three main characteristics: hue (the name of the color, such as red, green, 
blue, etc.), value (how light or dark it is), and intensity (how bright or dull it is).

White is pure light; black is the absence of light.

Primary colors are the only true colors (red, blue, and yellow). All other colors are mixes of primary colors. Secondary colors are 
two primary colors mixed together (green, orange, violet). Intermediate colors, sometimes called tertiary colors, are made by 
mixing a primary and secondary color together. Some examples of intermediate colors are yellow green, blue green, and blue 
violet.

Complementary colors are located directly across from each other on the color wheel (an arrangement of colors along a circular 
diagram to show how they are related to one another). Complementary pairs contrast because they share no common colors. 
For example, red and green are complements, because green is made of blue and yellow. When complementary colors are 
mixed together, they neutralize each other to make brown.

Texture: Texture is the surface quality that can be seen and felt. Textures can be rough or smooth, soft or hard. Textures do not 
always feel the way they look; for example, a drawing of a porcupine may look prickly, but if you touch the drawing, the paper is 
still smooth.

Choose your favorite element (or elements) to inform your work, or choose an element (or elements) that you usually don’t use 
and challenge yourself. No conceptual theme will be enforced for this show. All media will be accepted.
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22 in 2016
 This call is one of 22 shows which Cottonwood will host this year. If you are interested in
 showing work beyond the parameters of this particular call please make sure to check out the
 other 21 open calls available.

eligibility
 All work must remain on exhibit for the duration of the exhibit. No artwork may be exhibited that
 has previously been shown in the Gallery. All work submitted must have been finished within six
 to twelve months of intake dates. Exhibition Contract must be filled out completely when artwork
 is delivered.

entry fees
 Fees for entering artwork are $10 for one piece, $10 for one additional piece, $10 for second
 additional piece. Limit is 3 works per show.

presentation and display
 Upon delivery, artwork should be exhibit ready, appropriately framed if necessary, appropriately
 mounted if necessary, ready to hang, and labeled on back with name of artist, title, medium and
 price. No tabletop frames will be accepted for hanging. Cottonwood reserves the right not to
 display every piece submitted.

commissions
 In the event of sales during the exhibit, the artist will recieve 70% of retail price (set by the artist)
 and the Gallery will retain a 30% commission. All sales will be conducted through Cottonwood
 who will collect purchase price and Colorado Sales tax. Payment from sales will be made to the
 artist no later than 30 days of exhibition closing. All work MUST be for sale.

shipping and delivery
 Artist is responsible for transit of accepted artwork to and from Cottonwood Center for the Arts.
 If artwork must be shipped, please use a reusable container. Work must be professionally
 packed for safe shipping. Use screws only if shipping in wooden crates. Works must arrive on or
 before the show’s listed intake dates. Shipped work must have a prepaid insured return label. Do
 not ship glass. Work is to be picked up by date listed for each show.

liability
 Cottonwood assumes no liability for theft, loss, fire, or destruction of any kind to any and all
 exhibited artwork, storage crates, or other related items, however caused throughout the
 duration of the show. By signing the Exhibition Contract, the artist acknowledges an
 understanding and agreement with the Cottonwood Center for the Arts exhibition policy and
 requirements.

prizes
 Prizes of $100 for artwork will be awarded for Best in Show only.
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