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an examined life | self portraits
intake: august 6 | 10 am to 5 pm

opening: august 27 | 6 pm to 9 pm

A self-portrait is a representation of an artist, drawn, painted, photographed, or sculpted by that artist. Although 
self-portraits have been made by artists since the earliest times, it is not until the Early Renaissance in the mid-15th 
century that artists can be frequently identified depicting themselves as either the main subject, or as important 
characters in their work. With better and cheaper mirrors, and the advent of the panel portrait, many painters, 
sculptors and printmakers tried some form of self-portraiture. The genre is venerable, but not until the Renaissance, 
with increased wealth and interest in the individual as a subject, did it become truly popular.

Historically portraits were commissioned by the very wealthy and were not as accessible to people of common 
means. Self portraits allowed artists the freedom to present their own likeness with no need for outside perspective. 
Portraits and self portraits can both be viewed as historical documents, while only the latter offer the viewer a 
personal relationship with the artist’s interpretation of themselves, whether the depiction is based in truth, or simply 
the truth they wish to present.

With the advent of modern photographic technology and greater availability to the masses, along with the wide -
spread acceptance of contemporary artistic movements and non-traditional mediums, the self portrait has evolved 
into an expression of almost limitless possibility. 

A true self portrait requires a certain level of introspection, sets out to tell a story about the individual, and should 
be developed beyond the instant nature of the everyday smartphone-facilitated selfie. A self portrait can be skewed, 
abstracted, or distorted and does not need to be a literal representation of the self. Additional research is encour-
aged. All media will be accepted.
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eligibility
 All work must remain on exhibit for the duration of the exhibit. No artwork may be exhibited that
 has previously been shown in the Gallery. All work submitted must have been finished within six
 to twelve months of intake dates. Exhibition Contract must be filled out completely when artwork
 is delivered.

entry fees
 Fees for entering artwork are $10 for one piece, $10 for one additional piece, $10 for second
 additional piece. Limit is 3 works per show.

presentation and display
 Upon delivery, artwork should be exhibit ready, appropriately framed if necessary, appropriately
 mounted if necessary, ready to hang, and labeled on back with name of artist, title, medium and
 price. No tabletop frames will be accepted for hanging. Cottonwood reserves the right not to
 display every piece submitted.

commissions
 In the event of sales during the exhibit, the artist will recieve 70% of retail price (set by the artist)
 and the Gallery will retain a 30% commission. All sales will be conducted through Cottonwood
 who will collect purchase price and Colorado Sales tax. Payment from sales will be made to the
 artist no later than 30 days of exhibition closing. All work MUST be for sale.

shipping and delivery
 Artist is responsible for transit of accepted artwork to and from Cottonwood Center for the Arts.
 If artwork must be shipped, please use a reusable container. Work must be professionally
 packed for safe shipping. Use screws only if shipping in wooden crates. Works must arrive on or
 before the show’s listed intake dates. Shipped work must have a prepaid insured return label. Do
 not ship glass. Work is to be picked up by date listed for each show.

liability
 Cottonwood assumes no liability for theft, loss, fire, or destruction of any kind to any and all
 exhibited artwork, storage crates, or other related items, however caused throughout the
 duration of the show. By signing the Exhibition Contract, the artist acknowledges an
 understanding and agreement with the Cottonwood Center for the Arts exhibition policy and
 requirements.
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